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The first ruling against Microsoft, to break up the company, was correct
and just. A mild punishment of Microsoft off will not foster
competition, will not insure a strong industry and, will not benefit
consumers. At the very least, Microsoft should make the current version
(and future versions) of MS Office and other application software
available for Linux. This would separate their operating system software
from their applications software and prevent any future monopolistic
behavior.

To punishment Microsoft by having then give their products to schools
is a crazy idea. This will only foster their monopolistic practices and
lock in future customers. It would be like punishing the tobacco
industry by making them furnish no cost cigarette vending machines to
schools.

John Walden
IS Director, Ferry County
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